Vascular morphology in diabetic placentas.
Diabetic metabolism is reflected in the fetal blood and gives rise to diabetic angiopathy in the placenta. Capillary proliferation takes place with small newly formed vessels penetrating deeply into the trophoblast. Also signs of accelerated aging are found with thickening of the capillary basement membrane. Glycogen deposit/storage seems typical of diabetic placenta together with increased fibrosis. Uncertainty exists as to the degree of maturation of the trophoblast.